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Thank you Mr. Speaker Mr. Speaker, it is with great humlllty that I accept
this opportunity to make a statement on the illegal harvesting of rosewood

and its attendant destructive effect on the environment in the Builsa South
DlStrlCt

-Mr. Speaker the importance of our natural envrronment to our very
survival as a Species (homo sapiens sapiens or W|se wise man) and the
need to protect it, is well known and has been given: “Substantial attention

in two ‘major speeches by President Nana Akufu Addo: the State of the
Nation Address and in his speech on our natron S 60th blrthday

Mr. Speaker the President noted the following: “The other ‘area of our lives
in which we*can and should start making a changeis the care of the
environment.:We are in danger of destroying our blessed country Oursis a
beautiful country. If we claim to love our country, we must take care of the
lands, the trees the water bodies and the animals” (SONA2017)

Mr Speaker -on the 60" birthday of our beloved natlon the President
stated the followrng “It is turning out to be a constant refrain, but, on a

| .',» day like this, ‘we cannot ignore the state of our environment. We are
e endangerlng the very survival of the beautiful and blessed land that our

that, there is nothing we can do better to pay homage to

forebears bequeathed to us. The dense forests, that were home to varied
trees; plants and fauna, have largely d|sappeared" The Presrdent added

to free us from bondage than to dedicate this 60th|ndependence
- anniversary to protecting our environment and regeneratlng the lands and
- water bodles" (Independence day 2017) :




South -and are felling Rosewood, an endangered troprcal hardwood
specres in splte of the recent dlrectlve by the Mlnrster for Lands and

xportof Ubt:WUUU

Mr. Speaker a brief background! ROSEWOOD is a f ine- gramed timber used

prrncrpally for the production of high-end expensive furniture for the elite

across the world, especially in Asia (China). It is usedalso for making chess
~ pieces as well"as parts of musical instruments. It iis.estimated that China
", -alone rmports close to 96% of all rosewood lumber exported out of Ghana.

Rosewood harvestlng and trade in Ghana started wrth salvage logging
during the construction of the Bui hydro power dam, and later the
construction of the Fufulso-Sawla Road. What started as legal salvage
activities for ‘the removal of trees of commercial . vaIue within the
catchment of the -Bui dam has turned into the brggest |Ilegal harvesting
and frade in: any timber species ever in the history- of: Ghana according to

o Darvl Bosu; an Environmentalist (article publrshed rn June 2014 on
- Ghanaweb) 3

Mr. Speaker efforts were, and are still being made to ‘deal with this

G _challenge. Mr. Speaker, only Iast,month,cEebruarVAZC)l? VGovernment:%

through the Minister for Lands and Natural Resources lssued a directive
.bannlng the harvesting and. export of rosewood. However this ban, like
others -before it, has proven to be ineffective - due tolack of robust
enforcement The first ban was announced in 2012. Th|s ban was followed
by the. conﬁscatlon of illegal rosewood by a task: force set up to bring to a
halt ‘the illegal” harvesting and export. The second ban was announced in
September 2013 to take effect in 2014. Mr. Speaker .athird ban was

" announced in‘July 2014, again prohrbltlng the feIIrn ‘-’*harvestlng and
-exportatlon of rosewood 15, s :

- on- gorng in my constrtuency Fumbisi, Uwasr Wersr Donrnga Bachonsi,

- Kanjaga, Wiesi, Gbedembilisi, Yepala and several other communities in the

" -Builsa South District. Only a few days ago, the Presrdrng ‘member of the
©  Builsa South District assembly alerted me to the fact that efforts by the

= assembly to stop the illegal .logging are not berng complemented by the



poI|ce or the forestry commission. In fact, Builsa South has no forestry
ofF cer| :

Mr Speaker my checks, confirmed by the Pre5|d|ng member and several
other constituents |nd|cate that these illegal Ioggers and criminals have
- started-using Togo and as an outlet to get the criminal booty to designated
I destlnatlons The stolen logs are transported to Togo vra Bawku for export,

T to crrcumvent the ban on export from Ghana.

.. Mr. Speaker the impact of these illegal Iogglng act|v1t|es on our already

'precarlous ecological conditions and livelihoods, - need no further
illumination. -But, if the practice is allowed to contmue -we all, in the very
 near future, will come to grips with worsening chmatrc conditions, a
J ;dechnlng agrarian economy, and serious mrgratlon -of: environmental

. refugees from ‘the savanna to the south. Mr. Speaker we can expect more
o kayayeel

Mr Speaker as leaders and representatives of the people we cannot

| afford to watch unconcerned and allow these lllegal Ioggers to make huge
Sl nanCIal profit-at the expense of the poor masses whose daily livelihoods

depend on-a healthy environment. This callous, cruel and wicked
~environmental ‘carnage is not only the result of utter lgnorance but that of

sheer greed for money and insensitivity to and total dlsregard for the
fraglle ecosystem of Builsa South. A

-Mr Speaker it is an insult to our nation when unscrupulous businessmen

" . and their accomplices engage in colossal ecological destruction in an area

. where ‘successive governments have advocated arid strongly emphasized
- the |mportance of tree planting and environmental :stewardship. Mr.

5 ' Speaker,  how ‘do we mitigate the hazards of desertlﬁcatron and climate

change Wlth the onslauqht of illegal logging act|v1t|es such as these'?

Mr. Speaker |f we are give effect to H.E’s call to protect our envrronment
a call 1 agree with, then, we must work to bring an: end to the illegal
*harvesting of rosewood and to bring the criminals to"book. This carnage
must stop! This widespread environmental destruction in Builsa South and

other. parts of the northern savannah woodland ecological zone must end.



Mr Speaker wrth all modesty, I seek your permrssron to make the
followmg recommendatrons : -

1A thorough investigation be conducted by the BNI into the illegal
- logging of rosewood in the Builsa South District and the perpetrators
‘brought to justice accordingly. In addition, they should be made to

~ plant ‘and nurture trees to maturrty in the affected areas as a
_.'jcompensatory measure; 5 i TR

| -.‘.2'.__;‘The Drstnct Police Command be mstructed to a_r: stf anyone felling
o '_:rosewood in the Builsa South District. Those apprehended should be
prosecuted. The Police should work in collaboration with the

_i-Assembly and the forestry commission to enforce the ban on
) :;;rosewood logging. : .

L 3A Forestry Officers be assigned to the Burlsa South District
: ;;i_.rmmedrately Currently, Builsa South has no- Forestry Officer and my

mvestrgatlon suggests that neither does our srster Drstrrct of Builsa
"'}:-NOI’th .

1':nat|onal taskforce be formed to mvestrqate WhV.;the_J”F‘Galf— -

-_{giharvestlng of rosewood continues in the savanna‘zone. The taskforce
= _-should  have representation from the Ministry: of Lands and Natural
s j;;”rResources the Parliamentary sub-committee on Lands and Natural

Resources, the BNI and the Office of the Presrdent “The outcome of

.; | | the work of such a taskforce should be consrdered rn possrble policy
: ;:_ffchanges or modifications. -

- 5That the Minister for Lands and Natural Resources furnishes this
_:»_;-House with a report on how many containers of Rosewood have been
__fj;-;‘rmpounded smce the ban their places of orrgln_. h}ow government

' if;ﬁ _,f-:i};-affected communltres will share in the. proceeds

Mr Speaker I thank you. sincerely and hope that thrs worryrng issue will be

tackled asa natronal issue. Protectrng the envrronment is. the duty of all of
us' ST '




