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Pa iament is ressecifu’ny invited to consider and ratify, the Convention on Supplementary

QN

Compensation for Nuclear Damage {CSC).

;,.

The Convention on Supplementary Compensation for Nuclear Damage was opened for
signature at the Headquarters of the International Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna on 29
September 1997. It removed legal uncertainties surrounding liability for nuclear materials
during transpertation and enhances international cooperation in nuclear projects. It is to also
comntribuie towards Unsurm nuclear safety, while at the same time guaranteeing the
aveilability of 2 meaningful amount of compensation in the event of a nuclear accident.

The L:emon of such a global regime is necessary as it includes both nuclear and non nuclear
' not emerea into force and Ghana has neither signed nor ratified the
positary of this Convention is the Director General of the JAEA at

{1 ‘-:ciear liability which serves as an “umbrella” over
ssing nuclear liability which is characterized by the

aris Convention on Nuclear Liability consisting of a group of States mostly western
‘opean countries as parties;

1963 Vienna Convention on Nuclear Liability and the 1997 Vienna Protocol

1963 Conve: ooth of which are under the auspices of the International

). Membership is however, limited to nuclear power

he Paris Convention and excludes the United States of

Atomic Energy Ager
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couniries wno are not

(like Ghana) which are not party to any international convention

T
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r 19597, Parties 1o the Vienna Convention on Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage
ted a Protocol to amend the 1963 Vienna Convention on Civil Liability for
oe. The Protocol seis & new possible limit nuclear damage. The amendment
in order 1o provide a ‘broader scope, of increased amount of liability of the
iciear installation and enhanced means for securing ‘adequate and equitable
for n ;ck damage. The P OLOCOi was later developed to become the
uppiementary Comyg or Nuclear Damage.

G

nsation amended most of the provisions of the
., now, the texts of the Vienna (1963) and the
o be read and interpreted together as one single
' 1‘-‘ ability at not less than 300 million Special
ignificant feature of the CSC is the introduction

iz confrzbulzons by States Parties on the basis of
ed Nations rate of assessment. Tt also grants
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exclusive jurisdiction to the Courts of State Parties over actions in whose territory the nuclear
incident occurred.

ssor, the 1997 Vienna Protocol, the CSC upholds the principle of non-
ainst victims irrespective of nationality, domicile or residence. The
Convenmon wiil come into force when at least 5 States with a minimum of 400,000 units of
instailed nuclear capa P'fy have deposited their instruments of ratification. So far four (4)
tates, 'fzame‘iy Argentin Movoccc Romania and the United States of America have
posited their instruments and of these, the USA is the only Party to the Convention with a
ificant nuclear instalied capacity.

ae

GOVERNMENT aND HOW THESE ARE TO BE ADDRESSED
The vorwen-z T COES not affect the rights and obligations of a Contracting Party under the
general rules of public international law, but makes it necessary for each Contractmg State to
adOU‘ a national law or adapt its national laws to be in conformity with the provisions of the

f any p@‘i‘SOﬁ her man the operator liable for nuclear
iable to provide compensation; and

million Special Drawing Rights (SDRs) in
nd at least 300 million SDRs in respect of other
wification.

&103 will be to contribute to the cost to be
V-Aiazy compensation scheme if there is a
Parties to the convention. The cost to each

state will be aeterrmined by the number of nuclear power plants installed at the time of the

incident or accident.

oper jurisdiction is established to enable the
th citizens and non citizens as appropriate

TION CF THE CONVENTION
o2 Jf zbe V enna Convention on Clvﬂ anbl uy for

Ly cenventions or have m.clear installations on their
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erritories and als finition of nuclear damage which includes the concept
environmental damage and m’eventiva casures.

The CSC, when it comes into force will make it possible for new States Parties to
autorﬂamvauy become Party to the Protoce! without ratification of the 1963 Convention on
y for Nuclear Damaoe And existing Parties to the 1963 Convention who have not
ratified the Protocol will still be recognized under the Supplementary Convention.

Ny h : y Contracting Party whose national law ceases to
comply with the provisions of the Ars;ex to the Convention and which is not a Party to either
the Vienna Convention or the Paris rention shall notify the Depositary thereof and of the
date of such cessaticn. On that date, s““b Contracting Party shall have ceased to be a Party to

.

enticn. The CST does not have any provision for reservation.

S an A rican Regional Cooperation Agreement for Research, Development and
; relatec to Nuclear Science and Technology (AFRA) Project between the Atomic
Commission and 1 "”-e International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) for: ‘Establishing
| Framework jor ithe Safe, Secure and Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy.’ The main
thrust of the project is among otiers 10 enable Gnana establish a proper legislation in the

T emergency preparedness, nuclear sa nd security, including safe transportation of

licactive material, radioactive wasie manag wem, bateguards and physwal protec 1or1 of

cipal Legal officer of Ghana Atomic Energy
of two representatives from the Attorneys Generals
State Attorney, Civil and the Drafting Divisions
3¥ecwve Secre‘rary and the Director of Pohcy of

Research, Standards Board, arld the Water
‘adiation Protection Board of the Atomic

f‘\

‘ﬁ‘ze*.'raﬁona‘ legal instruments including the
r Nuclear i Z)a.rr ge.

il! not have to pay for any supplementary
force and there is a nuclear accident

t‘ne Convention comes into force and
Ghana, be it in our territorial waters or
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trecess in 2012. A copy of the Cabinet approval letter granted
ith 4 Al P h . . .

17, 19" and 20" October 2010 is attached for your information.
meeting, held on Thursday, 3
Supplementary Compensation for Nuclear Damage (CSC). A copy of the
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In view of

Parliament to approve and ratify the Convention.
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